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BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 November  - December 2021 NO. 7 

MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m., (English) & 
  7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  & 11:45 a.m. (Chinese) 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)  
Sunday – (Upper Church - Spanish) 8:00 a.m.10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Weekdays – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 7:00 p.m. Tues, Wed, Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes 
and interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging 
your reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries 
may be married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 
P.M.  Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   



3 

BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 Noviembre  - Diciembre 2021 NRO. 7 

MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamita)  
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba en Español) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
Durante la Semana - 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes, Miercoles & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to 
Sábado de cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de 
antemano, antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Sabado 9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  

Dear Parishioners and Friends of OLPH, 

I could say to you that this Monthly Messenger got 
lost in the mail. … Or I could tell you that the dog 
ate it up (except we have no dog in the rectory). … 
Or I could … Better just to apologize for being so 

late getting this Messenger to you. 

So, I’ll wish you a belated Happy Thanksgiving and Merry 
Christmas! They are both distant memories at this moment, right? 
You do know that, even without a timely Messenger, you were 
remembered in our Masses and prayers here in OLPH. I trust you 
were blessed greatly by our loving God through Mary’s 
intercession as you ended 2021 and opened a new Year of Grace. I 
trust also that you experienced the closeness of Jesus and Mary if 
you found yourselves dealing with some difficulty or sickness, or 
loss as 2021 ended.  

We continued dealing with COVID-19 during these months. Parish 
meetings and gatherings were held by ZOOM. Fathers Norman 
Bennett and Manuel Rodriguez had to postpone the celebration 
their 50th anniversary of priestly ordination due to the protocols that 
were in place. Perhaps we can celebrate their 50th anniversary 
sometime in 2022.  

We are very grateful to Sister Lucille Aliperti who directs the 
OLPH Food Pantry for the work of the pantry all during the 
pandemic. Many families have survived the pandemic because our 
pantry remained open all during the pandemic. She and her 
volunteers are to be congratulated and thanked for their dedication 
to our families in their need. May God continue to bless Sr. Lucille 
and her collaborators! 

I don’t want to postpone the mailing of this Messenger any longer. 
So, I close this note asking God’s special blessings on each of you 
and your families on this day and everyday of the New Year of 
God’s Love and Grace. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
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Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
Amados Parroquianos y Amigos de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro, 

Podría yo decirles a ustedes que esta edición del Messenger se perdió 
en el correo. … O podría decir que el perrito lo comió (sólo que no 
hay perrito en la rectoría). … O podría decir … Pero es mejor que les 
pida disculpas por tardar tanto en enviarles esta edición. 

Entonces, les deseo un Feliz Día de Acción de Gracias (noviembre) y 
Feliz Navidad (diciembre) aunque sea muy tarde. Tanto tiempo ha 
pasado que la memoria de sus celebraciones queda muy distante del 
día de hoy. Estén seguros que les recordamos con mucho afecto en 
las Misas y oraciones de aquellas fiestas aquí en N. S. del Perpetuo 
Socorro. Confío que ustedes percibieron las bendiciones abundantes 
de nuestro buen Dios por la intercesión de María, nuestra Madre al 
llegar al final del año 2021 y al abrir el Nuevo Año de Gracia. Confío 
también que sintieron la cercanía de Jesús y María si pasaron 
momentos difíciles en los últimos meses del año, quizás una 
enfermedad o alguna pérdida en su familia.  

Durante esos meses todos seguimos con las precauciones necesarias 
frente a COVID-19. Reuniones y eventos parroquiales se realizaron 
por ZOOM. Los Padres Norman Bennett y Manuel Rodríguez 
tuvieron que posponer su celebración de 50 años de ordenación 
sacerdotal debido a los protocolos del momento. Quizás podamos 
celebrar su aniversario en el año 2022.  

Estamos muy agradecidos a la Hermana Lucille Aliperti, directora de 
la Dispensa de Comestibles de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro, que 
mantuvo abierta la Dispensa durante la pandemia. Muchas familias 
sobrevivieron los estragos de la pandemia porque estaba abierto todo 
el tiempo. Les felicitamos a la Hermana y sus dedicados voluntarios 
por su servicio a las familias en su necesidad. ¡Que el Señor y María 
del Perpetuo Socorro sigan bendiciéndoles por su disponibilidad! 

No quiero posponer más el envío de esta edición del Messenger. 
Entonces, cierro esta cartita pidiendo las bendiciones especiales de 
Dios para cada uno de ustedes y sus familiares hoy y todos los días de 
este Año Nuevo del Amor y la Gracia de nuestro buen Dios.  

Su hermano en Cristo,  

Padre Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Párroco 
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Thank you for your service has entered our national vocabulary as a greeting 
to both active military men and women and to those who are veterans. I think 
as a nation we learned from the sad experience of not treating our military 
personnel with respect during the time of the Vietnam War. Although there 
may be times when we may disagree with a particular decision of our 
government in its use of the military, gratefully we have come to know that 
the men and women who have and continue to serve our nation are patriots 
who deserve our appreciation. Thankfully, greater efforts are being made to 
care for our veterans who are ill or aging. More still needs to be done. It is a 
national tragedy to hear of veterans being homeless and in need of better 
medical care.  
 

During my eight years in St Martin of Tours in Bethpage, I think I had 
perhaps ten or so funerals for men who saw action during World War II. 
Tom Brokow wrote a book called The Greatest Generation about the men 
and women who rose up and defeated the evils of the Nazi and Japanese 
war lords.  Brokow writes that the WWII generation shares so many 
common values: duty, honor, country, personal responsibility. Some of them 
saw terrible realities during the war, did heroic deeds, came home, rarely 
spoke about what they did and raised their families and help continue to 
build our nation. I have to say that I have experienced most veterans of all 
generations, whether they went to war or not, as good and humble men who 
loved their country and did their duty to the best of their ability.  
 

I hold a special place in my heart not only for veterans but for their families. 
My niece Chrissy married a West Pointer named Tom who was deployed 
several times to Afghanistan and Iraq. He never told us much of what he did 
since it was classified. She and Tom had three children who were young at the 
time and I came to learn not only the sacrifices that those in uniform make but 
also their families, struggling with their ordinary family and household details, 
missing their spouse, and worrying every moment how he or she is doing.  
 

When I see a Midshipman in town or at Mass here in Annapolis, I am 
struck by just how young they are. I guess that is a sign of my getting older; 
some of them are still teenagers. I am sure they have many reasons for 
coming to the Academy, such as maybe family legacy or tradition or for the 
quality education, but I also know that they love their country and want to 
serve her. They inspire me with their commitment and dedication. 
As Christians who follow the call of Jesus Christ to love one another, we 
never seek to glorify or rush into war. I think of the quote from President 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower: I hate war as only a saw soldier who has lived it 
can, only as one who has seen its brutality, its futility, its stupidity. As a 
people we ask a great deal of those who serve in the military, who prepare 
for war, may even go to war, and then return to civilian life. We pray our 
nation only fight war as a last resort. We pray our leaders only send our 
young men and women to war when all other remedies for peace have 
failed. We seek to do all we can to protect the innocent during the war. One 
of the greatest minds the Catholic Church has ever produced is St. Thomas 
Aquinas; He wrote: “In order for a war to be just, three things are 
necessary: First, the authority of the sovereign;  secondly, a just cause; 
thirdly, a rightful intention.”  How difficult it is for any individual or even 
nation to reach that truth. We pray for a time when the words of God given 
to us through the prophet Isaiah, who you will soon hear during the Advent 
season, will take hold in the hearts of the human race:  He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore. 
 

My favorite patriotic song is The Battle Hymn of the Republic, in particular 
the last stanza which connects whatever we do in life to the call to follow 
Christ. Historians debate why men fought the Civil War; was it to preserve 
the Union or end slavery? Both are linked together, but it was certainly a 
noble purpose to end the horror of human slavery.  
 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,  
with a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me: 

As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,  
Our God is marching on. 

 

Father Pat Woods, C.Ss.R. 

100th Anniversary of the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier 

1921 – 2021 
at Arlington National Cemetery 

 

On Veterans Day, 1921, President Warren G. Harding presided over 
an interment ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery for an 
unknown soldier who died during World War I. Since then, three 
more soldiers have been added to the Tomb of the Unknowns (also 
known as the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier) memorial—and one has 
been disinterred. Below, a few things you might not know about the 
historic site and the rituals that surround it. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/in_order_for_a_war_to_be_just-three_things_are/149670.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/in_order_for_a_war_to_be_just-three_things_are/149670.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/in_order_for_a_war_to_be_just-three_things_are/149670.html


8 

There were four Unknown Soldier candidates for the WWI crypt  - 
To ensure a truly random selection, four unknown soldiers were exhumed 
from four different WWI American cemeteries in France. U.S. Army Sgt. 
Edward F. Younger, who was wounded in combat and received the 
Distinguished Service Medal, was chosen to select a soldier for burial at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington. After the four identical caskets 
were lined up for his inspection, Younger chose the third casket from the 
left by placing a spray of white roses on it. The chosen soldier was 
transported to the U.S. on the USS Olympia, while the other three were 
reburied at Meuse Argonne American Cemetery in France. 

Similarly, two Unknown Soldiers were selected as potential 
representatives of WWII - One had served in the European Theater and 
the other served in the Pacific Theater. The Navy’s only active-duty 
Medal of Honor recipient, Hospitalman 1st Class William R. Charette, 
chose one of the identical caskets to go on to Arlington. The other was 
given a burial at sea. 

There were four potential Korean war representatives - The soldiers 
were disinterred from the National Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii. 
This time, Army Master Sgt. Ned Lyle was the one to choose the casket. 
Along with the unknown soldier from WWII, the unknown Korean War 
soldier lay in the Capitol Rotunda from May 28 to May 30, 1958. 

The Vietnam War Unknown was selected on May 17, 1984 - Medal of 
Honor recipient U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. Allan Jay Kellogg, Jr., 
selected the Vietnam War representative during a ceremony at Pearl 
Harbor. 

But the Vietnam veteran wasn't unknown for long - Thanks to 
advances in mitochondrial DNA testing, scientists were eventually able to 
identify the remains of the Vietnam War soldier. On May 14, 1998, the 
remains were exhumed and tested, revealing the “unknown” soldier to be 
Air Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie.  Blassie was shot down near An 
Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. After his identification, Blassie’s family had him 
moved to Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis. Instead of 
adding another unknown soldier to the Vietnam War crypt, the crypt 
cover has been replaced with one bearing the inscription, “Honoring and 
Keeping Faith with America’s Missing Servicemen, 1958-1975.” 

The marble sculptors are responsible for many other U.S. 
monuments - The Tomb was designed by architect Lorimer Rich and 
sculptor Thomas Hudson Jones, but the actual carving was done by the 
Piccirilli Brothers. Even if you don’t know them, you know their work: 
The brothers carved the 19-foot statue of Abraham Lincoln for the 
Lincoln Memorial, the lions outside of the New York Public Library, the 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/visibleproofs/galleries/cases/blassie.html
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Maine Monument in Central Park, the DuPont Circle Fountain in D.C., 
and much more. 

The tomb has been guarded 24/7 since 1937 - Tomb Guards come from 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment "The Old Guard." Serving the U.S. since 
1784, the Old Guard is the oldest active infantry unit in the military. They 
keep watch over the memorial every minute of every day, including when 
the cemetery is closed and in inclement weather. 

Becoming a tomb guard is incredibly difficult - Members of the Old 
Guard must apply for the position. If chosen, the applicant goes through 
an intense training period, in which they must pass tests on weapons, 
ceremonial steps, cadence, military bearing, uniform preparation, and 
orders. Although military members are known for their neat uniforms, it’s 
said that the Tomb Guards have the highest standards of them all. A 
knowledge test quizzes applicants on their memorization—including 
punctuation—of 35 pages on the history of the Tomb. Once they’re 
selected, Guards “walk the mat” in front of the Tomb for anywhere from 
30 minutes to two hours, depending on the time of year and time of day. 
They work in 24-hour shifts, however, and when they aren’t walking the 
mat, they’re in the living quarters beneath it. This gives the sentinels time 
to complete training and prepare their uniforms, which can take up to 
eight hours. 

The honor is also incredibly rare - The Tomb Guard badge is the least 
awarded badge in the Army, and the second least awarded badge in the 
overall military. (The first is the astronaut badge.) Tomb Guards are held 
to the highest standards of behavior, and can have their badge taken away 
for any action on or off duty that could bring disrespect to the Tomb. And 
that’s for the entire lifetime of the Tomb Guard, even well after his or her 
guarding duty is over. For the record, it seems that Tomb Guards are 
rarely female—only three women have held the post. 

The steps the guards perform have specific meaning - Everything the 
guards do is a series of 21, which alludes to the 21-gun salute. According 
to TombGuard.org: 

The Sentinel does not execute an about face, rather they stop on the 21st 
step, then turn and face the Tomb for 21 seconds. They then turn to face 
back down the mat, change the weapon to the outside shoulder, mentally 
count off 21 seconds, then step off for another 21 step walk down the 
mat. They face the Tomb at each end of the 21 step walk for 21 seconds. 
The Sentinel then repeats this over and over until the Guard Change 
ceremony begins. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE AND HONORED GLORY 

http://www.lehman.edu/academics/arts-humanities/piccirilli/history.php
https://tombguard.org/tomb-of-the-unknown-soldier/the-tomb-guard/
https://tombguard.org/society/faq/
https://tombguard.org/society/faq/
http://www.army.mil/article/16782/first-tomb-badge-recipient-laid-to-rest/
http://www.army.mil/article/16782/first-tomb-badge-recipient-laid-to-rest/
https://tombguard.org/society/faq/
https://tombguard.org/society/faq/
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Founding of the Congregation of  
The Most Holy Redeemer 

November 9, 1732 
  

On the Church Feast of the dedication of the Basilica 
of St. John Lateran, 278 years ago, in his beloved 
Scala, St. Alphonsus Liguori founded the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer to follow 
the example of our Savior Jesus Christ announcing 
the Good News to the poor. He was 36 years old. His 
life became one of mission and service to the most 
abandoned. The Congregation was approved by 
Benedict XIV on February 25, 1749. 

 
Redemptorist Missionaries continue the charism of Alphonsus in the 
Church and in society. "Strong in faith, rejoicing in hope, burning with 
charity, on fire with zeal, in humility of heart and persevering in prayer, 
Redemptorists as apostolic men and genuine disciples of Saint Alphonsus 
follow Christ the Redeemer with Hearts full of joy; denying themselves and 
always ready to undertake what is demanding and challenging, they share in 
the mystery of Christ and proclaim it in Gospel simplicity of life and 
language, that they may bring to people Plentiful 
Redemption" (Redemptorist Constitutions, No. 20). 
 
Redemptorists live in missionary communities, always welcoming and 
prayerful, like Mary of Nazareth. By means of missions, retreats, parish 
ministry, ecumenical apostolates, the ministry of reconciliation and the 
teaching of Moral Theology, they proclaim the love of God our Father 
which in Jesus "dwelt amongst us" so as to become profound mercy and 
The Word of Life which nourishes the human heart and gives life meaning 
so as to live it to the fullest in freedom and solidarity with others. And, like 
Alphonsus, Redemptorists make a very clear option for the poor affirming 
their dignity and greatness before God and believing that the Good News of 
Our Lord is meant in a special way for them. 
 
Father Joseph Tobin, C.Ss.R., the former Superior General of the 
Congregation, remembers “at the conclusion of a private meeting with the 
Pope John Paul II, he would regularly leave me with two requests: ‘Carry 
my greetings to Our Mother of Perpetual Help’ and ‘Tell them always to be 
good confessors because you once helped me.’”   
 
Quoting Father Tobin, “The first petition sprang from a devotion instilled in 
him during his childhood in Wadowice, southern Poland.  His mother had 
great devotion to Mary under the title that is the special love of 
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Redemptorists.  During one of his final trips to Poland, John Paul II made a 
special visit to Wadowice to bless a new mosaic of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help in the church where he was baptized.  The second appeal probably 
springs from the dark years of Nazi occupation.  Karol Wojtiya was a 
factory worker who would stop at St. Joseph’s Church, the Redemptorist 
foundation in Kraków, at the conclusion of his night shift.  There he would 
take part in the early morning Mass and celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with a Redemptorist confessor.  I think that these two 
requests give a synthetic presentation of the Redemptorist charism, the 
abundant compassion of God that is proclaimed by us in so many ways and 
celebrated in a special manner in the Sacrament of Reconciliation; 
redemption that comes to us through the mediation of Mary, the Mother of 
God and our Mother too.”* 
 
Throughout all the intervening years, it would appear he never forgot the 
guidance and counsel he received from the Fathers during that trying time 
in his life. 
 
We are all very fortunate to live in this Parish and be under the religious 
guidance of the Redemptorists.  We should also be very grateful that our 
Parish has been designated a Minor Basilica which indicates that it is to be 
commended for the good works and spirituality that has accomplished great 
things in the parish in the past, now in the present and hopefully in the 
future for the glory of God and good of the Church.  Happy Birthday!  
 
*Quotations excerpted from May 2005 issue of The Baltimore Province’s 
Redemptorist Chronicle 3.   
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Christmas Remembered 
 

“Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her 
heart. The Shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, in accord with what had been 
told them.”  Luke 2:19-20 
 

One Christmas was so much like another in those years around 
the hill-topped church.  Blocks of brownstones, whose 

chimneys puffed familiar fumes, surrounded her, like old men in a circle around 
a coal stove, gnawing on their big pipes.  It never snowed on Christmas when we 
were young; maybe before, maybe after, but never on the day itself.  Christmas 
was always very gray and very cold.  The streets were longer then, or were we 
shorter?  Like so many streams, the streets would swell with bundled, big people 
on their way to the “Avenue,” that wide, human river that raged with rapids of 
shoppers.  You either went “up to the Avenue” or “down to the Avenue” 
depending on where you lived.  In those days “Fifth” as we called it, was our 
magnificent shopping mall where we bought our very first Christmas presents.  
With our saved up coins, we shopped at Toby’s or Wolan Brothers or traveled all 
the way to the Five and Dime, where we bought the twenty five cent picture 
frame with Betty Grable already inside the glass, or three initialed handkerchiefs 
in a slim box, or the usual can of talcum powder for the Sister in school. 
 

When we were small, a whole dollar could buy Christmas presents for 
everyone in the family, and we would still have change to stop into one of the 
million candy stores in the neighborhood. 
 

It seemed to get dark immediately after school in those days before Christmas 
in the 1940’s.  So we ran home with school bags the color and size of Air 
Force parachutes bouncing off our tiny behinds.  World War II flavored our 
fashions then, brown paper covered all our hard bound school books.  Navy 
pea coats or Eisenhower jackets warmed our bodies, Navy blue, tan or khaki 
colored our entire world.  There was a war going on and if we ever forgot it, 
then the stars, most blue, some gold, hanging in front windows reminded us of 
boys from our block who were fighting Hitler, Tojo and Mussolini. 
 

Once we got home from school we would take off our knickers and massage 
the red circles below our knees, the scars of the rubber bands that held up our 
socks.  Then we would jump into our brown and baggy corduroys.  The trick 
was to slip onto the street again before our mother sent us to the “American 
House” or “Louie’s” or to the Deli to get stuff for supper.  It never paid, going 
to the store for your mother.  But if we got outside quickly enough, we could 
go to the store for Mrs. Wagner or Mrs. Frietag and get a nickel that would be 
used for Christmas shopping.  As soon as the nickels and dimes added up, we 
would run to “Fifth” and gaze at the warm stores decorated in green and red.  
Green garlands hung across the avenue and the colored lights came on as it got 
dark, and Perry Como was going to be home for Christmas while Bing was 
dreaming of a white one. 



13 

We would walk as far as the bank, cross the big trolley-tracked avenue, and 
come back on the other side as far as the church.  Everyone was taller than us 
and everyone knew us as we squirmed in and around the crowded Christmassy 
sidewalks.  If we were lucky we would meet a shopping neighbor and carry her 
package and get another nickel.  Mittens kept our fingers warm but when our 
cheeks reddened and our breath came out in long puffs of smoke, we would 
duck into the lobby of the Vanity Theatre to warm up and look at John Wayne 
posters from the “Sands of Iwo Jima” until the usher, taking tickets, chased us. 
 

Hunger soon called us home to supper.  In those days everyone lived in his 
kitchen.  That’s where the coal stove was and for that reason, the kitchen was 
the warmest place in the world.  We ate there, we did homework there, we 
listened to “The Shadow” and “The Lone Ranger” and Jack Benny there.  We 
played the Victrola there with breakable records at 78 rpm.  Living rooms and 
parlors were simply called “front rooms” then.  No one really lived in them.  
The good furniture was there and the Christmas tree stood between the two 
front windows.  And every Christmas tree was a real live one and on those 
nights before Christmas every front window in every house on the block was 
technicolored with the tree lights.  The Christmas tree, like a silent and 
shivering sentinel, stood there all alone in each front room, the only lights 
coming from its own branches, while all the rest of us huddled together in 
warm and well lighted kitchens, doing our homework, crayoning on our book 
covers or watching our mothers bake soda breads and fruit cakes that would 
last us until February.  No one ever journeyed into the front room.  Front rooms 
were for company, for holidays, for Christmas. 
 

There was no excitement like ours when they let us out of school after a half day 
on December 23rd with an eternity of a week’s Christmas vacation before us.  On 
that day we sang Christmas carols in the auditorium, gave our Sister fifty cans of 
talcum powder, and received a small box of hard candy from a Santa Claus in a 
faded flannel suit.  Maybe this would be the year it would snow.  Occasionally a 
single flurry would tease us as we raced down the long, silver streets. 
 

We could smell Christmas in those days.  Strange foods and vegetables 
squatted in fat, brown bags on the kitchen table; ugly turnips, dry onions, 
rugged potatoes, orange yams, silver cans of cranberry sauce and bags of 
walnuts, raisins and flour.  Mothers would open refrigerator doors to let us gaze 
at the beautific vision of the tremendous, uncooked turkey that took an entire 
shelf.  Would we ever last until Christmas day or would the excitement kill us?  
To make the time go fast in those final days was the goal of every kid in the 
parish.  Busy mothers, not accustomed to a house filled with children home 
from school so early, gave them each eleven cents and sent them to the 
Berkshire for a Randolph Scott, Alan Ladd double feature.  Some of us, 
realizing that our mothers were knee deep in groceries and wrapping paper, 
would sneak into the cellars and closets in the treasure hunt of discovering 
what Santa was bringing to our house.  The task of every mother in those days 
was to get us out of the house and onto the cold streets.  We couldn’t even visit 
friends’ houses because their mothers didn’t want them either. So the sidewalks 
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were crowded with bundled, grade schoolers, each one a half day orphan, each 
one trying to kill time, each one trying desperately to reach Christmas. 
 

“Let’s go to Fifth!”  Roddy would suggest. 
 

“Then let’s go up to church and see if the decorations are all done.” 
 

So we raced up the long street.  The school, beneath low billowy clouds, 
hibernated like a giant but gentle animal, but the church looked busier than all 
our mothers.  People, coming home from work early, were ducking in the side 
doors.  We would join them and race down the steep vestibule and pull off our 
woolen caps before entering the dark and busy silence.  Up and down both side 
aisles, the big people sat in pews waiting to be next for confession.  Every 
cubicle was in use and red, holy lights glowed above each door.  Brother Louis 
would be on the altar preparing the crib so we would run up to the communion 
rail and watch him in his tucked up habit as he carried shepherd boy and sheep, 
and pot after pot of poinsettias.  After a while we would whisper to him and ask 
in vain if he needed help, but he would always answer, “Thank you, but no!” 
 
Then the idea would come to one of us to go into the sacristy to help Dolly 
Fisher, the candle lady.  Anything to make the time go fast.  Or we would race 
up the rectory steps to look at the altar boy appointments and chat with Brother 
James.  It was the dream of every altar boy in those years to be appointed for 
Midnight Mass.  No kids were allowed at Midnight Mass so the only way to get 
in was to be a server.  Our parish had three midnight masses then, one in the 
upper church, one in the lower church and one in the auditorium.  Each one 
was packed.  On some Christmases parishioners needed tickets to get into the 
upper church midnight mass.  A good number of us altar boys fell asleep while 
kneeling on the hard marble during midnight mass.  But for most of us the red 
cassock, the lace surplice, the starched Buster Brown collar and the red-
ribboned bow kept us awake and in pain during the holiest night of the year. 
 
Christmas has always been a feast for children.  But Christmas Eve was 
thoroughly anti-kid.  It was a work day and big people would be cleaning, 
shopping, cooking, wrapping and preparing.  “Go outside and play!  Stay out of 
the kitchen!  Don’t go upstairs!” and other bold imperatives were the only 
words spoken us all day.  “Go to the movies!”  “I went yesterday!”  “Then go 
see it again!” 
 
We were in everyone’s way on December 24th.  It was too cold to go outside, 
too crowded and bustling to stay inside.  How could they love us and gift us so 
much on the 25th after they wanted nothing to do with us on the 24th?  
Christmas Eve, in those days, was an easy day to get into trouble.  Time hung 
heavy on our little imaginations.  So invariably we would wander to forbidden 
places like the 69th Street pier or the hill overlooking the 7th Avenue subway 
station.  A nosy neighbor would always spot us and turn us in to our parents.  
As a result, many a kid went to bed that holy night with a red bottom, no 
supper and a dreadful fear of Santa Claus not stopping at his house that year. 
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Christmas Eve night was the longest night of the year.  Try as hard as we could, 
we just could not fall asleep.  But eventually we opened our eyes, slipped out 
of bed onto the cold linoleum floor and ever so silently entered the forbidden 
front room.  From the street light on the lamp post we would detect hills and 
shapes and boxes under the Christmas tree.  One brother woke the other, sisters 
woke grandmothers, the cat would wake the bachelor uncle who lived with 
everyone.  Christmas was finally here! 
 

There were useful presents: football uniforms, skates, brown leather gloves 
with fingers instead of baggy mittens, Parcheesi, erector sets, plastic machine 
guns, Monopoly, periscopes with magic mirrors, a belt with two holsters, 
stuffed with two genuine pearl handled six-shooters. 
 

There were useless presents: clothes, coloring books, pajamas, bags of hard 
candy, assorted scarves, copy books for school and more clothes. 
 

There were fights: how come he got that and I got this junky thing?  Touch my 
game again and I’ll punch you!  Ma, he lost my Monopoly dice! 
 

Christmas morning meant running to your friend’s house, wearing your guns 
and seeing what he got.  Eventually all steps journeyed to the Church.  The 
crowds looked happy and healthy in new overcoats and shoes and scarves.  We 
raced up the steps to the 9 o’clock mass and sat with our class as Father Keegan 
told us about the First Christmas and the Baby Jesus.  And while he spoke from 
the big, marble pulpit, we wondered what he got for Christmas. 
 

We stayed in the front room all day, reading directions, fighting with brothers 
and playing Parcheesi.  Aunts and Uncles stopped in and we watched closely so 
that cousins wouldn’t break any of our toys.  In no time at all the tree was 
lighted and the street lights came on.  We crowded around the dining room 
table, used the best silverware on the best china and couldn’t finish all the 
turkey, turnips and cauliflower but had plenty of room for pumpkin pie.  They 
once again made us feel guilty when we didn’t clear our plate, with the 
immortal sentence from the 40’s: “Think of those poor children in Europe!”  
As far as we knew no kid ever ate in Europe. 
 

Christmas day hummed to a slow halt with women in the kitchens banging 
plates and big men dozing in big chairs in the front rooms.  We sat on the floor 
and tried to make the day last longer. 
 

At last they bundled us into bed in the back rooms and we looked out at the 
lights from the windows across the backyard.  The rooftops, with smoking 
chimneys, stood out against the dark blue sky that was sprinkled with stars.  
And from the far window we would see the black outline of the big church.   A 
single star sparkled above the Celtic cross and we whispered a childhood 
prayer to the close and holy darkness and fell asleep. 
 

Father John McGowan, C.Ss.R. 
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Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Empress of the Americas 
December 12th 

 

A gracious Lady gave her own 
picture to a humble Indian.  
“With brushes not of this world” 
she painted the rough tilma of 
Juan Diego before the amazed 
eyes of Fray Juan de Zumarraga, 
first bishop of Mexico City.  The 
cactus fiber of the shawl-like 
tilma should long ago have 
disintegrated, but its frail threads 
still hold an enduring image of 
loveliness.  The face is that of 
Mary who came in person to 
Guadalupe. 

  
Millions come annually to the Basilica in Mexico City to visit Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, heeding the invitation of 1531.  “I am a 
compassionate mother to you, to all your people, and to all others 
of my devoted children who will call on me with confidence.  It is 
here that I wish to hear their pleadings and cure their ills and 
sorrows.”  Our Lady of Guadalupe is truly a merciful mother to all, 
and as Pope John XXIII said, she is especially the Mother of the 
Americas. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mystical Rose,  
make intercession for Holy Church,  

protect the Sovereign Pontiff,  
help all those who invoke you in their necessities.  

And, since you are the ever virgin, Mary,  
Mother of the true God, obtain for us from your  
most holy Son, the grace of keeping our faith,  

sweet hope in the midst of the bitterness of life,  
burning charity and the precious gift of final perseverance.   

  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.   
Amen. 
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From Manger to Pear Tree 
 

Can you imagine not being permitted to freely say “Merry 
Christmas?”  Can you imagine having to conceal your beliefs by 
describing them in seemingly unrelated words, like singing an 
apparently happy, almost nonsensical song when it is really about 
your beliefs?  Those conditions did occur in England as well as other 
places between 1558 and 1829. 
 

The Christmas carol The Twelve Days of Christmas, in fact, is a result 
of people’s needing to conceal their beliefs in this way, according to 
The Handbook of Catholic Sacramentals by Ann Ball (Our Sunday 
Visitor, Huntington, Indiana).  Written in England as a catechism song 
for young Catholics, The Twelve Days of Christmas contains hidden 
meanings intended to help children remember lessons of faith.  Instead 
of referring to an earthly suitor, the “true love” mentioned in the song 
really refers to God.  The “me” who receives the presents is symbolic 
of every baptized person. 
 

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ.  In the song, Christ is 
symbolically presented as a mother partridge that feigns injury to 
decoy predators from helpless nestlings. The meaning of the other 
symbols are: 
 

Two turtle doves – the Old and New Testaments 
Three French hens – Faith, hope and charity 
Four calling birds – The four Gospels 
Five golden rings – The first five books of the Old Testament, which 
 outline humanity’s fall from grace. 
Six geese-a-laying – The six days of creation 
Seven swans-a-swimming – Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Eight maids-a-milking – The eight Beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing – Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit  
Ten lords-a-leaping – The Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping – The eleven faithful disciples 
Twelve drummers drumming – the twelve points of belief in the 
 Apostles’ Creed 
 

The above was written some years ago by Guy A. Zona in The 
Florida Catholic publication. 
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October  •  Trustworthiness 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Thiago Quinones 

Kindergarten Roberto Hernandez 

1st Grade Lydia Lin 

2nd Grade Betzabe Alvarado 

3rd Grade Matthew Montero

  

4th Grade Evan Chen 

5th Grade Aidan Osorio 

6th Grade Alexander Then 

7th Grade  Melissa Mendoza 

8th Grade Angelico  

  

November  •  Caring 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Charlie Moranchel-

   Rosas 

Kindergarten Phoebe Chen 

1st Grade James Chen 

2nd Grade Jennifer Lin 

3rd Grade Christiana Diaz 

4th Grade Lorenzo Sanchez 

5th Grade Sean Chen 

6th Grade Camila Arizpe 

7th Grade  Sarah Cathme 

8th Grade Winnie Wu 
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August 22 
Hodelis Rodolfo Garcia-Velasquez & Roselina Drisalmy  

Miranda-Juarez 
 

September 18 
Jesus Morales-Garcia & Elizabeth Rodiles 

 

Septmeber 26 
Zhong Chen & Kaill Chen 

 

November 6 
Marcos Rodriguez-Cervantes & Juana Plaza 

 

November 14 
Gilberto Gutierrez-Sanchez & Maria Rubi Venado-Hernandez 

 

November 19 
Fulgencio Conde-Molina & Juana Martinez-Garcia 

 

November 20 
Gustavo Angel Ruiz-Cordero & Liliana Vidal-Hernandez 

Gloria Rodriguez October 23 

Geronimo Mendez Gomez October 23 

Norberto Martinez October 25 

K. Mary Berkey October 27 

Michael O’Connell October 28 

Yolanda Sevilla October 30 

Noreen Purcell November 12 

Carmen Irrizarry November 19 

Ann Marie Carboy December 7 

Cornelius Purcell December 8 

Yi Mei Zheng  

William Kaminski December 15 

Irene Hernandez December 29 

Steven Perez December 
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October 2 
Oliver Grey Bobe 

 

October 16 
Christopher Antonio-Alvarado, Isaac Almonte, Sophia Aylen Garcia-

Almonte, Angie Lima-Baena, Benjamine Irving Serrano-Serrano, 
Oscar Hernandez, Jr., Amira-Valentina Martinez, Emiliano Martinez, 

Alex Alises Martinez-Angel, Matteo carlos Munguia, Steven Isaac 
Rodriguez-Lainez 

 

October 23 
Rey Love Fabiankovic, Jayden Rushaughn Martin,  

Aiden Anthony Valladares 
 

October 30 
Violet Kathleen O’Donnell 

 

November 13 
William Richard Muller 

 

November 20 
Alexander Aiden Flores-Meyo, Jayden Mike Flores-Meyo, 

Griezmann Giovanni Garcia-Cua, Jr.,  
Cristal Arely Hernandez-DeLos Santos, Zoey Saldivar,  

Iker Rafael Toledo-Barros, Aiden Thiago Vasquez-Toledo,  
Andy Romeo Cerón Jimenez, Daniel Osorio,  

Yatzeiry Alejandra Soland 
 

December 5 
Ricardo Alfredo Chiroy-Carrillo, Jonathan Chen, Kristy Huang, 

Atiana Emma Wang, Mia Chen 
 

December 11 
Renesmee Luz Laffosse-Leon, Abraham Ignacio,  

Victoria Sarai Hernandez-Mixcoatl, Kayla Ramos-Palafox,  
Flor de Maria Muj-Garcia Aleida, Brayan Gabriel Muj-Garcia, 

Gianna Yarely Muj-Garcia, Daysi Katherine Par-Pichon 
 

December 18   
Aleisha Hernandez-Rojas, Thiago Alexis Macario-Coronado 



Monday, November 1 

  8:45 +Ellie Herfferman 
 Purgatorian Society  
12:10 +Michael Caforio 
 

Tuesday, November 2 

  8:45 +Nicolas Rinaldi 
 Purgatorian Society  
12:10 +Michael Scully (birthday) 
  7:00 (SP)  
 

Wednesday, November 3 

  8:45 For the Special Intentions of 
 Vadyne Alusma 

 Purgatorian Society 
12:10 +Thomas, +Julia, +Ann 

 Marie, +Kevin Costello & 
 +Rev.  John Costello C.Ss.R 

  7:00 (SP) Por los Difuntos de la 
 Familia Orellano Poveda 

 

Thursday, November 4 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 
12:10+Dorothy Morosi and Family 
  7:00 (SP) En Acción de Gracias al 

 Niño Manuel de Praga 
 

Friday, November 5 

  8:45 +Theresa Greaney & the  

 Greaney Family 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Brian Skelly 
 

Saturday, November 6 

  8:45   In Thanksgiving for Murielle 

Bien-Aine 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  In Thanksgiving to God for 
the Life of Frederique 
Francisque  

  5:00  +Marc Pierre- Noel 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias a la 
 Divina Misericordia 
 Por el eterno descanso de 
 +Rosa Elvira Valle, Segundo 
 Machado, +Ramon Antonio 
 Trinidad, +Ines Romero, 
 +Matilde Guartamber, 
 +Angel Fernando Suguinagua, 
 +Keyla Orellana, +Emmanuel 
 Murbares, +Francisco Flores 
 Guerrero, +Marleny y 
 +Patricia Prieto 
 

Sunday, November 7 

  8:00  +Mary Sammon 

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 
  purgatorio 

10:00 +Roger, +Ellen O’Donnell & 

  family 

10:00 (SP) Por el cumpleaños de 

Diego Luna Meza 

En acción de gracias a la Virgen 
De Las Nubes, San Judas Tadeo, 
San Agustine, y al Ángel De La 
Guardia 
Por las Salud de Jorge Perez y 
Martha Aguilar  
Por el eterno descanso de +Maria 
Palaguachi, +Epifania Candia 
Vicario, y +Luis Florentino 
Campos Alarcon 

ANNOUNCED MASSES 
November & December 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The English Masses can be viewed on Facebook “OLPH Brooklyn”  

Sundays at 10 AM, and daily at 8:45 AM. 
The Spanish Masses on Facebook “Charles McDonald” are:  

Sundays at 8 AM, and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM.. 
THESE MASSES CAN ALSO BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.OLPHBKNY.ORG 
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12:30 (SP) +Jose Barreto-Tellado 

  2:00 (V) +Vicent Tran Van Quang 

 +Vicent Ngan Dang Tran 
 

Monday, November 8 

  8:45  For the People of the Parish 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Geraldo N. Schiraldi 
 

Tuesday, November 9 

  8:45 +Basil Burgess 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Cecilia Fezze 

  7:00 (SP) +Dora Esperanza  

  Merchan 
 

Wednesday, November 10 

  8:45  Michael & +Mary Lynch 
 +Purgatorian Society 
12:10  +Salvatore T. Calio 

  7:00 (SP) +Gerardo Antonio 
Fernandez 

 

Thursday, November 11 

  8:45  +John & +Mary O’Dea, 

+Patrick & +Mary Halpin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Susan O’Dea 

  7:00 (SP) +Jose Macario Montellano 
 

Friday, November 12 

  8:45  Special Intention of Antoinette 

  Calio 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Geraldo N. Schiraldi  
 

Saturday, November 13 

  8:45  +Armando Soto 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Michael J. O’Hara 

  5:00  +Catherine & Joseph Vega 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias al 

 Señor de Burgos 

 Por el eterno descanso de 
+Jose Mercedes Broto, 

+Melania Paulino, +Rosa 
Elvira Valle, +Celia Mendez 
Lazaro, +Silvino Valle Avila, 
+Miguel Angel, +Adelina 
Valle Mendez, +Fidel y 
+Celino Pinos Gonzales, 
+Juaquin Armando Morocho, 
+Gricelda Molina, +Griselda 
Perez, +Jeny, Oscar, y +Maria 
Gonzalez 

 

Sunday, November 14 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por el eterno descanso de 

 +Aracely Ramírez Marin 

 Por las almas benditas del 

  Purgatorio  

10:00  +Agnes Crennan 

10:00 (SP) Por el cumpleaños de 

Niurka Samantha 

Por la salud de Lauren Ross, 
Maureen Mastrion, 
Guadalupe y Juan Rezcaldo 

Por el eterno descanso de +Pedro 
Dones, +Maria Santos 
Morocho, +Luis Tenepaguay, 
+Margarita Cayambe, 
+William Eduardo Figardo,  
+Julio Ricardo Gonzalez, 
+Luis Alfonso Gonzalez, 
+Laura Janet Gonzalez,             
+Marciana Alarcon y +Zaida 
Pedraza 

12:30 (SP) +Aurelio Velasquez- 
 Cortez 

  2:00 (V) +Giuse Tran Thi Ti  
 

Monday, November 15 

  8:45   +Ernest Thevenin 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +James Scully 
 

Tuesday, November 16 

  8:45  +John O’Dea 

 Purgatorian Society 
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12:10  +Charles Lawson 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 
 

Wednesday, November 17 

  8:45   +John Albert Hernandez 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Charles Lawson 

  7:00 (SP) +Ana Dolores Santos 
 

Thursday, November 18 

  8:45 For the health of Deacon 

 Jesus Soto 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  For the Special Intentions of 

 Antoinette Calio 

  7:00 (SP) En Accion de Gracias a 

La Virgen de Guadalupe 
 

Friday, November 19 

  8:45  +Alfred Aruaubin 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Maria Tobi 
 

Saturday, November 20 

  8:45  +Rebecca Fernandez Suan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +James Maddalena 

  5:00  +Teresa Egan 

  7:00 (SP) +Por el cumpleaños de 

Juan Agustine Sosa 

Hernandez y Adriana 

Caralampio 

En acción de gracias por la vida 
de Victor Torres 

Por las intenciones especiales de 
Isabel Tzep Maroquin y 
Magdalena Guarchaj 

Por la salud de Magdalena Ixtos 
y Joel Ixmatia 

Por el eterno descanso de 
+Agustina Coria, +Rosa 
Elvira Chavez,  +Reyna 
Antequera, y +Noah Toledo 

Sunday, November 21 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  +John & Theresa Paul 

10:00 (SP) En acción de gracias San 

Gertrudis 

Por el aniversario de boda de 
Jose Suarez y Jenny Peralta 

Por la salud de Cameron 
Placensia y Daisy Bonilla 

Por el eterno descanso de 
+Milady Gutienez, +Carmen 
Garcia- Muñoz,  +Gabriela 
Isla, +Telesforo Perez 
Estrada, +Teosoro Alviles, 
+Maria Digna Lozano, y 
+Pedro Lozano 

12:30 (SP) +Jose Ramon Antigua 

  2:00 (V) +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Theresa Trinh Thi Tuyet 

 +Gerald N. Schiraldi 
 

Monday, November 22 

  8:45  +James McGowan 

Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Mercedes Vera 
 

Tuesday, November 23 

  8:45  +David & Nora Moore 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Joseph & Eleanor Metzger 

  7:00 (SP) +Ana A. Tavarez Perez 
 

Wednesday, November 24 

  8:45  +Annaanie Charet 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  

  7:00 (SP) Agradecimiento a la 
Virgen de Guadalupe 

 

Thursday, November 25 

10:00 Thanksgiving Mass 
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Friday, November 26 

  8:45 + Richard Lenihan Sr. & Jr. 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Joseph Ward 

 

Saturday, November 27 

  8:45  +Kathleen Kenny Tobin 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Edward & Philip McGarrity 

  5:00  Roger & Ellen O’Donnell & 

Family 

  7:00 (SP) +Milian Fabiankovic 

+Rosa Wilda Rivas 
+Rosa Elvira Chavez 
+Noah Toledo 
+Yobelca Figueroa 
Por la salud de Javier Geno, Perla 

Ponce, Maria Nuñez 
Por las Legionarias Difuntas 
+Luz Etelbina Molina-Atience 
 

Sunday, November 28 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Stanley Hunko 

10:00 (SP) Por el cumpleanos de 

Liliana Alonso Ateno, Janet 

Saquisili 

 +Andrea Luna Coyotl 

 +Marino Serrano Luna 

 +Francisco Silva Siguenza 

 Paulina y Bartola Casteñeda 

 +Manuel Zempoaltecatl  

 +Luz Etelbina Molina-Atience 

 +Angel Olmedo Sierra 

12:30 (SP) +Por el cumpleaños de 

Manuel Merino y Concepcion 

  2:00 (V) +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 

 +John Nguyen 
 

Monday, November 29 

  8:45  +Francisca Jerez 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 
 

Tuesday, November 30 

  8:45  Special Intention of Luca & 

Isabella Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Thanksgiving to God for the 

life of Fredericque Francisque 

  7:00 (SP) +Derek Emanuel Trucios 
 

Wednesday, .December 1 

  8:45  +Dr. Jorge J. Bustamante 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas, Julia, AnnMarie, 

 Kevin and Rev. John 

 Costello, C.Ss.R  

 7:00 (SP) Por el cumpleaños de 

Javier Mendoza 
 

Thursday, December 2 

  8:45  ++Rafael Soriano 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Geraldo N. Schiraldi 

  7:00 (SP) +Juana Batista 
 

Friday, December 3 

  8:45  +Salvatore T. Calio  

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Patricia Wolff & James Brody 
 

Saturday, December 4 

  8:45   +Brian Skelly 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Dorothy Morosi & Family 

  5:00  +Henry Lavelle 

  7:00 (SP) Por la salud de Javier 
Geno, Mirian Llano y Basilisa 
Cano 

 Por el eterno descanso de 
+Crispina Genis, +Rosa Elvira 
Chavez, +Noah Toledo, +Ulbe 
Rosales Guerrero, +Manuel 
Sanchez, +Randy Parker, +Juan 
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Pedrero (#1 año) +Francisco y 
+Alfonso Placencia 

 

Sunday, December 5 

  8:00 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

Purgatorio  

10:00  +Patrick & +Dermott Brennan  

& Bontke family 

10:00 (SP) Pedrero (#1 año) 

+Francisco y +Alfonso 

Placencia 

 En acción de gracias a La 
Virgen de Juquila 

 Por el cumpleaños de Daffne 
Bonilla 

 Por la salud de Daffne Bonilla, 
Esmeralda Torres y Santiago 
Rivera 

 Por el eterno descanso de 
+Alfonso y +Fransisco 
Placencia, +Marciana Alarcon, 
+Ana Lucia Almonte, +Maria, 
Edgar, y +Oswaldo Quizhpi  

12:30 (SP) +Juana Batista 

  2:00 (V)  +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 

 +Vicent Ngan Dang Tran 
 

Monday, December 6 

  8:45  +In thanksgiving to OLPH. 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Margret & +Patrick Woods 
 

Tuesday, December 7  

  8:45 +Michael and +Mary Lynch/  
  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Adelina Velete 
  7:00 (SP) Por el cumpleaños #70 de 

Manuel Merino 
 

Wednesday, December 8 

  8:45  +Concetto Josephh Calio 
 Purgatorian Society 
12:10  Thanksgiving for the life of 

Fredericque Francisque 

  5:00 +Jose and Elizabeth 

Magbanua 

  7:00 (SP) Cumpleaños del Nino 
Elias Mendoza 

 

Thursday, December 9 

  8:45  In thanksgiving to OLPH 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Ramdallari Bappoo 

  7:00 (SP) +Crispin Flores Cirio 
 

Friday, December 10 

  8:45  Antoinette Calio 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Bagnall Family 
 

Saturday, December 11 

  8:45  +Mary O’Connell 

 Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +Rosa Maria Feliciano 

  5:00  +Earle Smith 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias a la 

Virgen de Juquila 

Por la salud de Javier Geno 
Por el eterno descanso de 
+Noah Toledo, +Nestor 
Meza, +Maria Campos 
Merino, +Alvaro Campos 
Tozcano, +Pascuala 
Mendoza, +Gabriel Veliz, 
+Flor Rodriguez, +Anabel 
Cordoua, +Esther Gonzales 
Pagan, y +Madeline Ros 
McLawsky 

 

Sunday, December 12 

  8:00  +Mary Sammon 

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Brendon Gill 

10:00 (SP) En acción de gracias a la 
Virgen de Guadalupe y 
Juquila 



26 

 Por la salud de Maryann 
Guzman y su familia 

 Por el eterno descanso de 
+Normando Valerio, +Pnfilo 
Barbasa, +Rafael Renato 
Hernandez, +Gloria Asca 
Viterro, +Estela Nuñez 
Mendez, +Alfonzo y 
Francisco Placencia 

12:30 (SP) Por el eterno descanso de 
+Dora Esperanza Merchan 

  2:00 (V) +Geraldo N. Schiraldi 
  

Monday, December 13 

  8:45   For the People of the Parish 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Thanksgiving to the Holy 

 Spirit for Michael Derosena 
 

Tuesday, December 14 

  8:45  +Janet Bustos 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Dalestin Fernandez 

+Micheline Mathieu 

  7:00 (SP) +Gerardo Antonio 

Fernandez 
 

Wednesday, December 15 

  8:45  +Noreen Purcell 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Robert & Jean Stockhausen 

  7:00 (SP) Acción de gracias al 

Santísimo Sacramento 
 

Thursday, December 16 

  8:45 +Elvira Candelaria Carriion 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Por el eterno descanso de 

+Carlos Carchi-Lopez 

  7:00 (SP) Por el cumpleaños de 

Ketty Yolanda Amores 
 

Friday, December 17 

  8:45  +Enrique Guerrios  

 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Isidoro Lopez, Jr. 
 

Saturday, December 18 

  8:45   +Manoelita Irizari 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Donald & Brigid McMaster 

  5:00  +Luis & Acasia Rivas 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias al 
Niño Caminante 

 Por el eterno descanso de 
+Agustina Coria, +Noah 
Toledo, +Alfonso y 
+Fransisco Placencia, 
+Reiminio Abreu, +Araceli 
Abreu, +Juan Abreu, +Cerafin 
Abreu, +Samantha Valdez, y 
+David Cornejal 

 

Sunday, December 19 

  8:00 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

Purgatorio  

10:00  +Louis & +Gina Nevilles 

10:00 (SP) En acción de gracias al 
Santísimo por los favores 
recibidos 

 En acción de gracias a la 
Virgen de Altagracia 

 Por la salud de Jose Contreras 
 Por el eterno descanso de 

+Milady Gutierrez, +David 
Cornejal, +Guillermo Martin 
Flores Farfán, +Florencia 
Garcia, +Guadalupe Bravo 
Cruz, +Padre Angelo Pinto, y 
+Nicolasa Irma Perez 

12:30 (SP) +Edwin Romos & Luis 

Ramos 

  2:00 (V) +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 
  

Monday, December 20 

  8:45  +Raffaele Stroffolino 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +James Maddalena 
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Tuesday, December 21 

  8:45 +Gerardo N Schiraldi 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Carol & James Gatti 

  7:00 (SP) +Pro Vida 
 

Wednesday, December 22 

  8:45  +Charlotte June LaBlanc 
 Purgatorian Society 
12:10  +Geraldo N. Schiraldi 

  7:00 (SP) +Jose  Ramon Antigua 
 

Thursday, December 23 

  8:45  +John Ward (birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Special Intention of the Feeley 

Family 

  7:00 (SP) En acción de gracias a 
 todos los Santos 
 

Friday, December 24 

  8:45  +Cecilia Fezze 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Serafino DiDonato 

  6:00 +Norberto Martinez, Sr. 

10:00 (SP) +Noel Emanuel 

Marroquin 
 

Saturday, December 25 

10:00  ++Mary Sammon 

 Purgatorian Society  

10:00 (SP) Santo Nino Group 

 +Phillip Proscia 
 

Sunday, December 26 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  Patricia Sanchez (birthday) 

10:00 (SP)  Por el eterno descanso de 
+Ana A. Tavarez Perez, +Rosa 
Nilda Rivas, +Noah Toledo, 
+Andrea Luna Etelbino, 
+Molina Atiencie, +Jose Perez 

 

Rosario, +Angel Bonilla Diaz, 
+Luisa Rios y +Aurea Her 
nandez 

12:30 (SP) Al cumplir el 1er ano de 

fallecido +Sipriano de los 

Santos Feliciana-Cano 

  2:00 (V) +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 
  

Monday, December 27 

  8:45   Special Intention of Luca & 

 Isabella Zocche 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 
 

Tuesday, December 28 

  8:45  +Margaret Miller 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Richard “Ricky” Burgstrom III 

  7:00 (SP) +Derek Emanuel Trucios 
 

Wednesday, December 29 

  8:45  +Maria and Ginseppe deDona 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Francisca Jerez 

  7:00 (SP) +Erica & +Angel 

Caraballo 
 

Thursday, December 30 

  8:45 +Mafalda DeDona 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Cecilia Fezza 

  7:00 (SP) +Sipriano de lo Santos 
 

Friday, December 31 

  8:45  +Susan & +Basil Burgess 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Peter Tuohy (anniversary) 
 

Saturday, January 1 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10  +For the Special Intentions of 

Irma L. Amador 

  5:00  +Noreen Purcell 

  7:00 (SP) +A las almas benditas del 

purgatorio 
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Redemptorist Community 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R.  
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Joseph Lu  
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R.  
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Song You, C.Ss.R. 
 
Chinese Apostolate 
Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Rev. Song You  
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R. 
 
Parish Deacons 
Deacon Jesús Soto 
Deacon Hector Blanco 
Deacon Danny Rodríguez  
 
Faith Formation of Children-
Adolescents 
Mrs. Maritza Mejía - Director 
Ms. Ana Ruth León - Assistant 
 
Parish Music Director 
 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Fr. J. Gilmour 
Fr. Karl Esker 
Fr. Joseph Tran 
Fr. Joseph Lu  
Fr. Clement Krug 
Fr. Francis Skelly 
Fr. James Cascione 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti 
Maritza Mejía  
Deacon Danny Rodriguez 
Tony Coppola 
Irma Soto 
Julia Fernández 
Luis Arias 
Fidel Hernández 
Alice Butler 
Fabian Otavalo, 
Priscila Moronta 
Dorothy Ward 
John Trandinh 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Mary Fuentes 
Mary Lawson 
Deacon Danny Rodríguez 
 
Parish Trustees 
Stephen Ross 
Irma Soto 
 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 
R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 
Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 
LITURGICAL: 
 
Music Ministry 
Julia Fernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 
Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 
– English  
Dorothy Ward 
 
Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 
Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 
Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza – Hispanic  
718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles – English  
718-439-6003 
 
Altar Servers 
Rev. Joseph Tran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL: 
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.,1-3 p.m. 
Wed. 9 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-3 p.m.,          
6-8 p.m. 
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
 
Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
 
Legion of Mary / Legión de María 
Curia – St. Alphonus Hall – 3rd 
Sunday, 2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 p.m.  
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 
Hijas de María 
First Sunday, Mass and Meeting: 
10:00 a.m. 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 
Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday, Mass and Meeting: 
10:00 a.m. 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R. 
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Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón de 
Jesús 
3rd Sunday, Mass & Meeting: 10:15 a.m. 
Ana Concepción 
 
Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. Upper 
Chapel 
Bibiana Gallardo 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 p.m. 
Zoila Naranjo 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m., St. Alphonsus 
Hall 
Fr. Joseph Tran 
Stephanie Rivera 
David Jaramillo 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
Andrés Reinoso 
347-760-5613 
 
Circle of Friends 
552 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 pm. 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
 

Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy  
 
Catholic War Veterans 
 
Pro-Life Committee 
 
Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
AA 
Fridays 6 PM & 8 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Saturdays 12:30 - 2:30 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Tuesdays 6 PM (Ladies only) 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
 
SPORTS: 
 
O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & Girls 
CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol – 917-331-
5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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Prayer for Vocations to the  
Redemptorist Family 

Provident God, you spoke your dream 
of plentiful redemption in Jesus Christ. 

Your Spirit ignited the heart of          
St. Alphonsus, inspiring him to found        
a family in the Church dedicated to 
proclaiming the good news of plentiful 
redemption to the most abandoned. 

Raise up among us strong men and 
women of faith, afire with love for you 
and zeal for the mission of proclaiming 
your word among those who do not 
know you, or who need to hear your 
word proclaimed anew. 

Guide men to respond with generosity 
as vowed Redemptorist priests and 
brothers and laywomen and men to 
serve in joy and hope as partners in 
the Redemptorist mission.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus,  
your Word, who is our Life. 
 

Amen. 



32 


